
 

 

LEADERSHIP: Know the Way, Show the Way 
Jacqueline Barber, Assistant Principal 
 
Happy New Year Vineland families! We finished the last chapter of 
2019 and have begun our new story of 2020. Have you thought 
about how you’d like your final chapter of 2019 to turn out? Do you 
know that we can write our own ending? 

If you want to succeed, you need to Begin With the End in Mind 
and set goals. The beginning of the year is the perfect time to do 
this. Goal setting is done in the classroom, but can be done at home 
as well. Goal setting will allow you to determine your own success.  

This school year at Vineland we have determined three Wildly 
Important Goals commonly referred to as “WIGS.” These WIGS 
were designed based on data from the prior school year and include 
the following: 

One hundred percent of Vineland students will earn at least 1000 
Live School points every quarter. 

One hundred percent of Vineland families will complete attend our 
Partner in Education Night (PIE) Night in the fall and spring.   

One hundred percent of Vineland students will “strive for 45” in 
iReady Reading and Math. 

These goals are a big part of Vineland Elementary’s School 
Continuous Improvement Management System, which is a web 
application developed by the Bureau of School Improvement (BSI) 
to provide district and school teams with an online platform for 
collaborative planning and problem solving in schools. At this time 
of year, VES staff and students are looking at data based on our 
goals to infer areas that need special attention so that we can 
achieve our goals. Students keep track of their goals in their 
Leadership Notebooks and data is posted around the school to 
provide a visual display of what we have accomplished thus far.  

In order to accomplish our goals, we set them and have given 
careful consideration of how we can achieve them while putting in a 
lot of hard work to accomplish them!  

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
 

JANUARY 
1/17 Professional Development 

Day/School Closed 

1/20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day/

School Closed 

1/21-1/24 i-Ready Math Assessment 

1/24 Jump Rope for Heart Kick-Off 

1/28 Grade 3 Awards Assembly 

9:00 AM 

1/28 Grade 4 Awards Assembly 

9:40 AM 

1/28 Grade 5 Awards Assembly 

10:25 AM 

1/31 Box Tops Due 

 

FEBRUARY 
2/3-2/7 Jump Rope for Heart 

Fundraiser 

2/4 PTO Meeting 3:15 PM, SAC 

Meeting 3:45 PM 

2/4 Third Grade Partners in 

Education 6-7 PM 

2/5 Second Grade Partners in 

Education 6-7 PM 

2/6 DEAL/SSS Day 

2/6 First Grade Partners in 

Education 6-7 PM 

2/10 Mid Terms Go Home  

2/11 Leader of the Month Assembly 

9:45 AM (by invitation only) 

2/11  Kindergarten Partners in 

Education 6-7 PM 

2/12 Multi-Age Classrooms & Fifth 

Grade Partners in Education 6-7 

PM 

2/13 Fourth Grade Partners in 

Education  

2/17 President’s Day Holiday/

School Closed 

2/24-2/28 Scholastic Book Fair  

2/28 Box Tops Due 

2/28 Heron Hoopla Pep Rally 

2/29 Heron Hoopla Spring 

Carnival 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM 
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As you make your goals at home for the New Year here are some goal setting 
suggestions: 

1. Set Goals that Motivate You 

When you set goals for yourself, it is important the goals motivate you! This 
means they should be important to you and that there should be value in achieving 
them. Motivation is key to achieving goals. 

Goals should also relate to your priorities. When students decide on school goals 
they should be specific, like reaching a certain amount of Accelerated Reader 
points to strengthen reading, or learning a certain number of sight words, or 
achieving a certain number of math facts with automaticity.  

2. Set Goals in Writing 

The physical act of writing down a goal makes it real and tangible. Then there is 
no excuse for forgetting about it or putting it off. As you write, use the word 
"will" instead of "would like to" or "might." For example, "I will read for 20 
minutes every night," not "I would like to start reading every night." Goals should 
also be posted in a visible place so that we are reminded every day of what we are 
intending to do. Put them on your walls, refrigerator, computer monitor or even 
your bathroom mirror as a constant reminder! 

3. Make an Action Plan 

This step is often missed in the process of goal setting. You get so focused on the 
outcome that you forget to plan all of the steps that are needed along the way. By 
writing out the individual steps, and then crossing each one off as you complete it, 
you'll realize that you are making progress towards your ultimate goal. This is 
especially important if your goal is big or long-term. 

5. Stick With It! 

Remember, goal setting is an ongoing activity not just a means to an end. Build in 
reminders to keep yourself on track, and make regular time-slots available to 
review your goals. Your end destination may remain quite similar over the long 
term, but the action plan you set for yourself along the way can change 
significantly. Make sure the relevance, value, and necessity remain high. 

Remember, if you want a successful ending to your next book, Be Proactive by 
Beginning With the End in Mind, and start your goal setting right now! 

 

Happy New Year! 
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Kindergarten News 

 
 

January is going to be a great month and a great start to the year 
2020.  It is hard to believe we are halfway through the school 
year.  We will be working on reading standards including comparing 
and contrasting stories written by Jan Brett such as, The Hat and 
The Mitten.  We will also be completing our iReady, Phonological 
awareness, phonics, DRA, and other mid-year assessments during 
the month of January.  In Social Studies students will be learning 
about people from the past including Marten Luther King Jr. 
teachers are looking forward to the second half of the year and 
watching kindergarteners flourish.  

 

First Grade News 

 

Happy New Year 2020 Fabulous Herons! The third quarter is finally here, 
and we are ready to continue working hard toward our academic goals. At 
this point in the year, students will be ideally on a DRA (Reading level): 12 
and know at least 250 sight words! Please continue working on improving 
reading skills and reading comprehension. We are so excited for all the 
new learning experiences that will be taking place this amazing month. 
We will be exposed to new literature in reading and immersed in new 
vocabulary. In math, we will be learning new strategies to work with teen numbers, and we will 
begin to collect and read data. In science, we will continue working with the scientific method 
and we will be learning about animals. Please remember to read nightly and get a great night’s 
sleep! We are so excited for the rest of the school year. Please see your child’s teacher if you 
have any questions or concerns. 

 

PreK News 
 
The month of December was a very exciting and busy month for all Pre-K students. We had a 
very special visitor come to the classrooms. Santa and Mrs. Claus brought a new book for each 
child and a small stuffed animal. They were so happy to meet him and unwrap their gifts. We 
hope that they enjoyed reading them over the break with family. Our winter festival capped 
off our month, which was so much fun. This day was filled with crafts, activities and cookie 
decorating. Thank you so much for the families who volunteered in the classroom for this 
event. It was a great way to start the holiday break.  
 
 
 



Second Grade News 
 
Hard to believe we are half way through the school year.  This next half of the year brings lots 
of excitement.  In January, students will be taking the Middle of the Year (MOY) diagnostic in 
both Reading and Math.  We are looking for a 25% gain from our last diagnostic test at the end 
of the first quarter.  Students who make these gains will have the privilege of using our game 
room, so exciting! 
 
We encourage you to sit with your child at home and go through iReady lessons together; 
talking about the strategies and skills, they have learned.  The teacher assigned lessons are 
geared toward your child's progress. 
 
In Science, we will continue our study of Matter, the properties and states of matter.   
 
In Social Studies, we will begin Maps and Globes and Using 
Maps as well as Citizenship and Communities. 
 
Thank you for a great first half of the school year. 
 
 

Third Grade News 
 

 
Happy 2020!  It is the third quarter already, and it is time to 
get back to work! We will start they year by improving our 
organizational skills.  Students will be get back on track using 
their planner, reading every night, and completing their spiral 
math.  Please make sure to check and initial their student 
planner every night.  In ELA, students will be learning how to use 
maps and photographs to help them better understand what 
they read in a passage.  They will also compare two passages 
about the same topic finding how they are alike and different.   

 
When writing or speaking, our third graders will practice constructing sentences correctly, 
using pronouns, descriptive words, and verb tenses in the right forms and places.  In Math, our 
focus will be to understand concepts of area measurement, by counting squares and using a 
multiplication equation.  It is important to review and practice multiplication facts at this time.  
As we continue our study of living things and their environments, we will discover that animals 
and plants are grouped using their physical and behavioral similarities and differences.  We will 
classify animals, and learn about various adaptations such as migration and hibernation.  This is 
one of our favorite Science units.   
 
Finally, in Social Studies, we will focus on identifying the three levels of government and be 
able to describe the responsibilities of each branch.   
 



Fifth Grade News 
 

 
Fifth graders are excited to be back in class and continuing to 
learn new concepts and skills.  In ELA, students are analyzing 
informational text.  They are identifying evidence and reasoning 
used by the author and will move into generating evidence to 
support their writing.  In Science, students are studying the 
Earth's water and will move into weather and climate.  In math 
students continue to work on adding and subtracting fractions 
and will be moving into multiplying and dividing decimals and 
fractions.  This month is full of exciting content and challenges 
for our students. 

Fourth Grade News 
 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are half way through this school year and 2020 is upon us.  The 
students have all been working hard trying to master their multiplication and division facts.  
Which is very important in fourth grade since they now have to multiply two and three-digit 
numbers, plus complete long division math problems.   

During this next quarter, the students will be finishing up multiplication and division and 
beginning to learn about area, perimeter and fractions.  

In Language Arts, we are focused on craft structure in informational and literature text.  
Students will learn how to compare and contrast stories, and about cause and effect. They will 
also be comparing an author’s point of view, as well as poems and plays.   

During our science block, our focus has been on Life Science.  We’ve been learning about the 
different types of plants and animals in Florida, and how they interact with their environment.  
Our next unit of study will be on the human body system.   

Social studies is our last area of focus.  The students have been learning about Florida State 
History through their Florida Weekly Newspaper and on-line resources, which they all seem to 
really enjoy.  

Multi-Age Classrooms 
 
The multi-age classes have had a magical 100 days of learning.   Some exciting things that are 

happening in our learning communities include hands on activities 
such as planting gardens,  doing Mystery Science experiments, 
participating in Readers' Theater, creating illustrations to go 
along with our  Reading/Writing, and more.   Boys and girls are 
proud of the progress they have made in both Reading and 
Math.  Everyone is looking forward to even more academic success 
and many special activities including the Heron Hoopla, field trips, 
and DEAL Day clubs in 2020.  



PE News 
 
Happy New Year Herons!  We hope that everyone had a great break, and is ready to start the 
New Year off on a good note.  
 
In February, PE will be hosting the Jump Rope for Heart event.  This is something that Vineland 
has done very well for the past several years, and this year will be no exception.  Flyers and 
notices will start to go out in January, and we want Vineland to be the school that raises the 
most money in the county.  We did it last year, and we know you can do it again! 
 
Finally, those jackets and sweaters that you have all insisted on wearing out to PE might actually 
come in handy now that the weather is getting cooler, so make sure to bring them out with you 
on those cold winter days.  Also, please make sure that you do not leave them lying around. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all every day, and continuing to have fun in PE. 
Coaches Dando, Prummell, Walsh, Heeg, and Faith 
 

Music News 
 
The chorus performed a fantastic concert in December!  I am so proud of all of you!  Anyone in 
4th and 5th grade who would like to join Chorus this is the time; come to the music room for a 
permission slip.  Rehearsals are every Tuesday from 3:10 to 4:00.   

Music classes are full of students playing instruments, learning concepts such as; up and down 
glissando, vibration, sound verses silence and rests, improvisation, composing rhythms, reading 
rhythm notation, and singing beautifully.   Third and fourth grade students are learning to play 
the recorder.  All students should have a recorder!  They are learning the proper technique to 
make a good sound.  I am hoping they are all doing their homework by practicing for at least 10 
minutes a day.  If they are using good technique, their playing should sound beautiful.  Remind 
them to play gently and practice their fingerings first!  If any third or fourth grade student 
needs a recorder, please come to the music room for an order form.  Recorders are $5.00. 

Ask your children to sing or play a song for you or ask about what they are learning in Music 
class. 

News from the Art Room 
 
I want to thank all of you for all your support for Square 1 Art, we have 
over 1,100.00 earned for Art Supplies!  
 
We have Contest's coming this New Year that the students will all be 
entering.  The contests are all about water conservation and 
environmental concerns. Therefore, I hope to educate and illuminate 
these issues for our students. :)  
 
Happy New Year!  
Sincerely, Mrs. Cotton 



 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) News  
 
The PTO has fun things in store for the New Year. We had 
a great turn out at the Heron Hustle on January 11, we 
appreciate your participation! We started planning for the 
Heron Hoopla that will be coming up on February 29.  
Thank you for all the support that each of our families has 
given us and we look forward to a wonderful New Year.    
 
Jen Monna 
PTO President 

The Family Center News 
 
Happy New Year from the Family Resource center! 
 
Has your family set any New Year resolutions? As we step into the second semester of the 
school year, I encourage you to promote the love of reading at home. Studies have shown that 
our children are spending too much time on their electronics. Too much screen time can lead to 
a host of problems such as anxiety and depression to name just a few. It is wise to limit the 
screen time to thirty minutes a day. You can replace the screen time with a great book. Children 
of all ages love to read with an adult. The Family Center has recently 
purchased a large genre of you students favorite books. Stop in on 
Wednesday mornings to check out the selections. Students checking 
out three books receive a brand new "Keeper" book for their home 
library. We look forward to visiting with you. Remember an APP 
cannot replace your lap, so get cozy on the next cool night and share 
a great book. You will be creating cherished memories with your 
child. 
 

Nan Fetzer   
Title One Achievement And Family Associate 
Vineland Elementary  

STEM 
 
In the S.T.E.M. Lab, we have been busy coordinating our Science topics with those your children 
are learning in their regular classrooms. 
5th Grade: The Solar System 
4th Grade: The Phases of the Moon 
2nd & 3rd Grades: How to Help Protect our Earth with the Three R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 
K & 1st Grades: The Life Cycle of the Butterfly (You should see how many live specimens are in 
our school’s ‘Butterfly Garden’!) 
 
Thanks to all of you that share our interests when the S.T.E.M. projects come home. Your 
support is greatly appreciated! 



Media Center 
 
The Library: Check It Out      
Gina M. Dickerson, Library Media Specialist 
 
Thank you for your support at the winter book fair!  We raised $1800 for the VES Media 
Center.  Our next fair will start on February 24.   
 
The library is open every morning from 8:25 to 8:45. Students may visit the library during 
this time to return their books, check out new books, or take an 
Accelerated Reader (AR) quiz. Please encourage your child to take advantage of this 
open media time. 
 
In an attempt to give our students access to books at home and at school, many new  
e-books have been added to the VES collection.   
 
Steps to access VES e-books: 
VES Website→ CCPS Launchpad→  Follet Destiny→  Destiny Discover→  Scroll down to  
e-books 

 
 
Our next fair will be held during the last week of the month, February 24 to 
February 28.  Students may shop the fair Monday -Friday from 8:20-8:45, 
or during their scheduled Media class time. The fair will also be open during 
the Heron Hoopla on February 29.  
 

 
Attention 3rd – 5th graders: Spring is just around the corner and that means it 
is almost time to vote for your favorite Sunshine State book.  If you read at 
least three of the SSYRA books for this year, you will be able to vote.  Other 
students all across Florida will be voting too, so make sure you are reading 
those Sunshine State books.  Your vote can make the difference!  
 

 
 
Keep up the good work with Accelerated Reader.  Let’s SYNERGIZE, Vineland 
students, and see how many of these reading quizzes we can pass before the end 
of the year.   
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
For more information on SSYRA and Accelerated Reader, please visit the media webpage.   
 



 

REPORTING SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES OR THREATS 
 

Students, parents, CCPS employees, and members of the community have a responsibility to report suspicious activities and 
potential threats to schools.  Any suspicious activity or threat shall be promptly reported to one of the following individuals, 
agencies or reporting tools: 

School Resource Officer or local law enforcement agencies. 
School Administrator or any available staff member. 
The FortifyFL Reporting APP or  to the Crimestoppers Tipline (1-800-780-TIPS). 
Contacting the Supervisor of District Security and Emergency Management at (941) 255-0808 
Calling 9-1-1. 
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Vineland Elementary School  
Dr. Danielle Hudzina, Principal 

Jacqueline Barber, Assistant Principal 
467 Boundary Boulevard, Rotunda West, FL 33947 

1-941-697-6600 or 1-941-743-0188 and  Fax:  1-941-697-5902 
School Hours:  8:40am - 3:10pm 

 
https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/ves (school website) 

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/Domain/8 (county website) 

 
Vineland Elementary School Vision—Student Success 

 
Vineland Elementary School Motto—LEADERSHIP:  Know the Way, Show the Way 

 
Vineland Elementary School Mission— We are a community of leaders and learners who em-

power greatness and celebrate successes.  
 

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, by Stephen R. Covey 
Habit 1:  Be Proactive - You're in Charge 

Habit 2:  Begin with the End in Mind – Have a Plan 
Habit 3:  Put First Things First – Work First, Then Play 

Habit 4:  Think Win-Win – Everyone Can Win 
Habit 5:  Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood – Listen Before You Talk 

Habit 6:  Synergize – Together Is Better 
Habit 7:  Sharpen the Saw – Balance Feels Best 

 

Charlotte County Public Schools 
School Board 2019 

Ian Vincent  
Cara Reynolds 
Kim Amontree 

Wendy Atkinson, Chairman 
Robert Segur, Vice-Chairman 

 
1-800-628-8938 or 1-941-255-0808 

Charlotte County Public Schools, Florida do not discriminate in educational  program activities, 
or employment on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,  national origin, age, marital status, or 

handicap. S.B.C.C.R.4.30(1) 
 

The School Board complies with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with  all require-
ments and  

regulations of the U.S. Department of Education. It is the policy of the Board  that no person in this  District 
shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, gender,  marital status, disability, or legally-

protected  characteristic, be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to,  discrimination in any program or activity for which the Board is responsible or for 

which it receives financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.  Policy 1122 
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